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On Feb. 6 the Nicaraguan Defense Ministry issued a report on US military maneuvers in the region,
spy flights and other violations of Nicaraguan air space, and the deployment of warships during the
past month. The report outlined the location of US Navy vessels in the Pacific, and the battleship
Iowa and the cruiser Yorktown in the Atlantic. Next, the ministry stated that "Ahuas Tara 87" and
"Blazing Trail" joint military exercises with Honduras continued throughout January, as well as
a "so-called" infrastructural development program in Costa Rica involving the US Army Corps
of Engineers. The Ministry reported nine spy flights (performed with RC- 135, EC-130, U-2 and
HC-130 aircraft) over Nicaraguan territory in January, in addition to 36 air space violations "for
reconnaissance purposes," and two flights carrying supplies to the contras inside Nicaragua. (Basic
data from PRENSA LATINA, 02/06/87)
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